BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS

IN THE MATTER OF: ELIZABETH DIANE GREER - #2025-40

FINAL ORDER

THIS MATTER came before the Mississippi State Board of Licensed Professional
Counselors (“Board”) on March 4, 2026, on the appeal of application denial requested by Elizabeth
Diane Greer (“Applicant”) to give good cause why her application for licensure should not be
denied. A quorum of the Board members was present throughout the hearing and deliberations in
this matter.

Applicant appeared in person via teleconference and testified as her only witness.
Applicant introduced a set of documents into the record, collectively marked as Applicant’s
Exhibit P-1. Though Applicant acknowledged her right to counsel, Applicant voluntarily chose to
proceed with the hearing without legal representation. Special Assistant Attorney General Pamela
Ratliff served as legal counsel for the Board. Attorney Ratliff introduced into evidence, without
objection, Composite Exhibits A through I, and called no witnesses. The case was called for
hearing without objection from any party. A court reporter made a record of the proceedings.

Special Assistant Attorney General Sara Hartzog, designated by the Board to serve as its
Administrative Hearing Officer, presided over the proceeding and was directed by the Board to
prepare its written decision in accordance with its deliberations. The hearing was held pursuant to
Title 73, Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, and pursuant to any and all
other applicable Mississippi laws and regulations.

Based upon the clear and convincing evidence, the Board makes the following findings of
fact, conclusions of law, and final order:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is established pursuant to Title 73, Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as
amended and is charged with the duty of licensing and regulating the practice of professional
counseling in the State of Mississippi.

2. Miss. CODE ANN. § 73-30-7 authorizes the Board to adopt such rules and regulations it finds
necessary to conduct the business of the Board and to carry out its licensure and regulatory
functions.

3.  The provisions of Title 73, Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, and
Board rules and regulations permit the Board to deny an application for licensure for an

applicant’s failure to meet all the requirements for licensure.

4.  The provisions of MisS. CODE ANN. § 73-30-11 authorize the Board to conduct hearings upon



the request of an Applicant denied licensure by the Board under the provisions of Title 73,
Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, or any Board rules or regulations.

5. Applicant was properly noticed of the date and time of the hearing in accordance with MIss.
CODE ANN. § 73-30-11.

6. Applicant appeared at the hearing and was not represented by an attorney.

7. The Board received Applicant’s Provisional-Licensed Professional Counselor application on
or about August 1, 2024.

8. In a letter to Applicant dated May 30, 2025, Applicant was placed on “continued review”
status because she responded “No” to the Personal/Licensure History question number 10,
which reads as follows:

Have you ever been arrested, charged or sentenced for the
commission of a felony, misdemeanor (other than minor traffic or
parking violations) or any crime of moral turpitude, including the
entry of a plea of nolo contender. You must include all
misdemeanors and felonies, even if adjudication was withheld by
the court so that you would not have a record of conviction. Driving
under the influence or driving while impaired is not a minor traffic
offense for purpose of this question.

However, background check results included an arrest for “Operating a Vehicle While
Intoxicated” and “Following Vehicles” in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on December 31, 2013. The
letter instructed Applicant to provide additional information regarding these offenses.’

9. Applicant produced documents from Baton Rouge City Court demonstrating she was charged
with “Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated”, “Following Too Closely” and “Reckless
Driving” as a result of the December 31, 2013 motor vehicle stop and arrest in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. She pleaded guilty to “Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated” and the remaining
charges were dismissed. Applicant was ordered by the Court to pay a fine, complete 1 year
of unsupervised probation, complete community service, and attend classes.

10. On August 27, 2025, the Board identified the following deficiencies in Applicant’s
application:

e 30 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 2201, R. 5.1.(¢) Swearing falsely under oath or affirmation;
(in PART IV — PERSONAL AND LICENSURE HISTORY #10 and not following
Application Instructions “You must make a statement that includes, but is not limited
to, the date(s), location(s), specific circumstances, practitioners and/or treatment
involved, and must be substantiated by official documents sent directly to the board
office from the respective state licensing board or official copies of court records.”

! The letter further advised of additional deficiencies in the Application, particularly with the LPC-S contract and
Declaration of Practice.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

e 30 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 2201, R. 4.1(K.)(5) states, “No person shall be eligible to
receive or hold a license issued by the Board if that person has pled guilty or nolo
contendre to or has been found guilty of any felony or misdemeanor involving moral
turpitude.”

e 30 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 2201, R. 4.1(K.)(6) states, “Upon receipt of information from
the Department of Public Safety that a person has pled guilty or nolo contendre to or
found guilty of any felony or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, the Board shall
immediately deny licensure or refuse renewal of license.”

For these reasons, the Board denied Applicant’s application during its August 2025 meeting,
due to Applicant’s failure to meet the requirements for licensure.

Applicant, by way of an email dated October 13, 2025, requested an administrative hearing
to appeal the Board’s initial decision to deny her application for a provisional license.

The Board issued its Notice to Show Cause on December 22, 2025, setting Applicant’s
requested hearing for January 27, 2026. Applicant was properly served with this Notice via
certified mail. However, due to inclement weather, the hearing was rescheduled for March 4,
2026. All service of process was properly preserved.

During the hearing held on March 4, 2026, Applicant attended and testified on her own
behalf. Applicant appeared remorseful and accepted full responsibility. Applicant testified
that the traffic stop and arrest occurred in 2013, when she was just 20 years old. She did not
have a problem with alcohol or drugs at the time of her arrest or conviction and has not had
a problem with drugs or alcohol since that time. She has completed all the terms of her
sentence, including paying a fine, attending required courses, and completing community
service.

Applicant further testified that she did not intend to deceive the Board by not disclosing her
prior criminal conviction. She believed wrongly that the conviction had been expunged and
would not be on her record. She further testified that she did not fully understand question 10
and that she should have read the questions more carefully. Applicant admitted that selecting
“No” in response to question 10 was a false statement; she admitted that she should have
selected “Yes” to that question and provided the necessary explanation and documentation.
Applicant further testified that she has been in psychotherapy and has received psychiatric
treatment, which has caused her to become more self-aware and accountable.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Board has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to Title 73, Chapter 30 of the Mississippi
Code of 1972, as amended. Venue is likewise properly placed before the Board to hear this
matter at its regularly scheduled Board meeting.
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The provisions of Title 73, Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, and
Board rules and regulations permit the Board to deny an application for licensure for an
applicant’s failure to meet all the requirements for licensure.

The provisions of MiSS. CODE ANN. § 73-30-11 authorize the Board to conduct hearings upon
the request of an Applicant denied licensure by the Board under the provisions of Title 73,
Chapter 30 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, or any Board rules or regulations.

This matter was duly and properly convened with all substantive and procedural requirements
satisfied.

The provisions of MisS. CODE ANN. § 73-30-7 authorize the Board to adopt such rules and
regulations as it finds necessary to conduct the business of the Board and to carry out its
licensure and regulatory functions.

The provisions of MisS. CODE ANN. § 73-30-9 require an Applicant furnish the Board with
satisfactory evidence of completion of the requirements for licensure.

30 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 2201, R. 4.1(K.)(7) states, “The provisions of Rule 4.1(K)(5) and
Rule 4.1(K)(6) above may be waived by the Board upon request of the affected Applicant for
licensure or the person holding a license subject to revocation.”

30 Miss. Admin. Code Pt. 2201, R. 4.1(K.)(8) states, “Circumstances for which a waiver may
be granted shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

» The age at which the crime was committed;

» The circumstances surrounding the crime;

¢ The length of time since the crime;

¢ Subsequent work history;

» Employment references;

¢ Character references; and

 Other evidence demonstrating that the Applicant does not pose a threat to the health or
safety of the public.

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Board finds that the
evidence clearly and convincingly establishes that in 2013, the Applicant was arrested for
“Operating a Vehicle While Intoxicated” in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Applicant pleaded
guilty to this charge. The evidence further establishes that the Applicant was also charged
with “Following Too Closely” and “Reckless Driving” which were dismissed as part of
Applicant’s plea agreement. Nonetheless, Applicant’s testimony offered the following
justification for a waiver:

» Applicant was 20 years old at the time of her arrest.

 Applicant testified that this conviction was not evidence of any problem with drugs or
alcohol and that she has not had problems with drugs or alcohol since her arrest.

» Her arrest occurred in 2013, approximately 13 years ago. Applicant has fully completed



the terms of her sentence and is no longer on any sort of probation or obligation from
the court.

« In approximately 13 years since her arrest and subsequent conviction, she has not had
any other legal trouble.

 Applicant provided employment and character references in the form of letters from her
direct supervisor and colleagues at Pine Belt Mental Healthcare Resources and her
psychotherapist.

24. The Board further finds that the Applicant swore falsely under oath or affirmation by
Answering “No” to question number 10 on her Application for licensure, which on its own,
is grounds for denial of licensure.2 The Board finds that the foregoing matters reflect
adversely upon the Applicant’s judgment and are inconsistent with the good moral character
required for licensure. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Board further finds that the
Applicant has demonstrated genuine contrition and remorse for her actions.

25. The evidence presented at the hearing and outlined above clearly and convincingly
establishes Applicant meets the requirements for licensure as a Provisional Licensed
Professional Counselor and that a waiver pursuant to R. 4.1(K)(8) should be granted.

26. Based upon its Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Board Orders as follows:

(Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank)

2 The Board encourages the Applicant to thoroughly review and understand all documents prior to signing them,
both professionally and in daily life. Adopting this approach will support her growth as a thoughtful and discerning
Counselor.



FINAL ORDER

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that the application for licensure for Elizabeth Diane
Greer is APPROVED by clear and convincing evidence in accordance with Miss. CODE ANN. §
73-30-9(1)(f) and Rules 4.1 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED that this decision and opinion shall be a final order of
the Board and shall be conclusive evidence of the matters described herein.

FURTHER ORDERED., this action and order of the Board shall be public record. It may
be shared with other licensing boards (in- and out-of-state) and the public and may be reported to
the appropriate entities as required or authorized by state and/or federal law or guidelines. This
action shall be spread upon the Minutes of the Board as its official act and deed.

FURTHER ORDERED, upon execution of this Final Order by affixing the authorized
signature below, the provisions of this Final Order shall become the Final Order of the Board.

nd
SO ORDERED, this the =/ dayof _JUne 2026

MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF
EXAMINERS FOR
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS

el

NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS

Although license was granted in this matter, Applicant’s appeal rights are set forth below as a
matter of course. Elizabeth Diane Greer, Applicant, may, within thirty (30) days after the
decision of the Board appeal therefrom in accordance with Miss. CODE ANN. § 73-30-11.



