2018-13 and 2018-15

BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPY BOARD OF EXAMINERS
FOR LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS
IN THE MATTER OF

FM. “BILL” VAUGHAN COMPLAINTS NO. 2018-13 and 2018-15

AGREED ORDER

This matter having come before the Mississippi State Board of Examiners for Licensed
Professional Counselors (“Board”), conceming the entry of an Agreed Order for the purpose of
settling a disciplinary proceeding pending before the Board.

Having considered the matter, the parties by consent, enter this Agreed Order and make

the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, to-wit:

1.
[PARTIES]
The parties to this action are:
a) The Mississippi State Boaxd of Examiners for Licensed Professional Counselors

(“Board”), which is a duly constituted Board existing within the executive branch
of the government of the State of Mississippi. Its main executive offices are located
at 239 North Lamar Street, Suite 402, Robert E. Lee Building, Jackson, MS 39201.
b) F.M. “Bill” Vaughan, Licensee Number 0809 and the Respondent to this action,
whose mailing address is 348 Humphries Cove, West Point, MS 39773.
2.
[AUTHORITY]
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That Board 1s charged by law with the responsibility of licensing and regulating the practice
of counseling in the State of Mississippi and with the protection of the public pursuant to Section
73-30-1, et seq., Miss. Code Ann. (19720, as amended.

3,
[ALLEGATIONS]

Two members of the public made the allegation that Respondent was performing exorcisms
in his counseling practice. The Board began investigating the matter and determined the need to
bring forth a formal action against Respondent. Respondent is alleged to have engaged in
inappropnate and unethical personal relationships with clients by performing exorcisms, alleged)y
in his counseling practice, which violates the American Counseling Association (“ACA”) Code of
Ethics Sections C.2.a Professional Competence Boundaries of Competence and C.7.a Treatment
Modalities Scientific Basis for Treatment.

4.
[STIPULATED DISPOSITION]

There is now pending before the Board certain allegations of unethical conduct that if
established before the Board in a due process hearing pursuant to Section 73-30-21 of the Miss.
Code of 1972 as amended, would constitute violation of the Board’s Rules, Regulations and Rules
of Ethics, specifically the ACA Code of Ethics Sections C.2.a. and C.7.a., for which the Board
may suspend or revoke the license of the Respondent, issue a reprimand, or take any other action
as the Board deems necessary.

Respondent disputes the allegations against himself, and disputes the appropriateness of
any sanction. However, as the Respondent was, at the time the complaints were filed, already in
the process of closing his counseling practice and prepanng to swrender his license with no

intention of returning to the practice of counseling, in the interest of judicial economy, Respondent
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agrees to voluntarily swaender Respondent’s license and to return the certificate of licensure to the
Board.! Respondent will no longer refer to himself as an LPC and is unable to practice
counseling/psychotherapy in the State of Mississippi.
5:
[(RIGHTS]

Respondent has had the opportunity at all times to seek advice of competent counsel of
choice. No coercion has been exerted upon the Respondent, nor have any promises been made
other than those referenced in the Agreement.

Respondent is fully aware of his rights to contest the charges in a formal hearing. These
rights include: representation by an attorney at the Respondent’s expense, the right to a public
hearing on the charges filed, the right to confront and cross examine witnesses called to testify
against him, right to present evidence in Respondent’s own behalf, the right to receive written
findings of fact and conclusions of law supporting the decision on the merits of the charges, and
the right to obtain judicial review of the Board’s decision.

The Board has given the Respondent due, proper and timely notice of the charges against
him.

All of said rights being voluntarily waived by Respondent in exchange for the Board’s
acceptance of this Agreed Order.

6.
[JURISDICTION]
The Respondent acknowledges that the Board has jurisdiction over the subject matter and

has the authority to entex tnto this Agreed Oxder pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. (1972) Section 73-

! Respondent shall be listed on the Board’s rostex as Voluntarily Surrendered (Disciplinary Action).
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30-7, as amended, and Rule 8.2(E)(3)(c) of the Board Rules and Regulations. Venue is likewise

properly before the Board to consider this matter in Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi. All

substantive and procedural requirements under the law have been met by the Board. This matter

18, therefore, properly before the Board.

7.
[AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD]
The Board is created pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. (1972) Section 73-30-5 as amended. The

Board, in accordance with Section 73-30-21 of the Miss. Code Ann. (1972) and Rule 8.2(E)(3)(c)

of the Board Rules and Regulations, has authority to resolve a complaint between the Board and a

licensee.

WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED, this Agreed Order 1s submitted with the
following conditions:

L This Agreed Order resolves all disputes and controversies between the Board and the
Respondent known as of the date of its adoption by the Board. This Order is not intended
to prevent the Board from receiving and investigating complaints following the effective
date of the Apgreed Order for conduct not previously known to the Board but occurring
prior to the effective date of the Order.

2 By entering into this Agreed Order, the Respondent waives any defect in the proceedings
before the Board and any further right to notice and heating under Title 73, Chapter 30 of
the Miss. Code of 1972, as amended, or any other governing laws, rules and regulations.

3, This Agreed Order contains the entire agreement between the Respondent and the Board,
there being no other agreement of any kind, verbal or otherwise, which varies the terms of
this Agreed Order.

4. If Respondent violates the terms of this Agreed Order or further violates the laws, rules,
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regulations and code of ethics governing practice as a licensed professional counselor, the
Board my take further disciplinary action against the Respondent, up to and including
suspension and revocation of his license.

Thus action and oxder of the Board shall be public record and may be shared with other
licensing Boards (in and out of state) and the public. This disciplinary action shall be spread
upon the Minutes of the Board as its official act and deed and as the need xay arise shall
be reported to and posted with the appropriate authorities and published.

It is expressly understood by the Respondent that this Agreed Order is subject to the
approval of the Board and shall have no force and effect unless and until signed by the
Board. Respondent agrees and authorizes the Board staff and/or legal counsel to present
this Agreed Order to the Board for consideration of the terms provided herein. Respondent
further understands and agrees that, in order to make a decision regarding approval of this
Agreed Order, discussions must take place betweenm Board members, staff and legal
counsel. Should this Agreed Order not be accepted by the Board, Respondent agrees that
the presentation to and consideration of the Agreed Order shall not unfairly or illegally
prejudice the Board or any of its members from further participation in or resolution of
these proceedings, including serving as arbiter in any hearing regarding the Respondent by
having considered this matter. Similarly, if this Agreed Order is not accepted Respondent
will be free to defend himself in a formal hearing before the Board and no admissions or
inferences will be made from Respondent’s willingness to have entered into this Agreed

Order.
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7. Upon execution of this Agreed Order by affixing the Board authorized signature below,
the provisions of this Agreed Oxder shall become Final Order of the Board and no hearing
before the Board will be granted or held in this matter.

8 There is no right of appeal.

Approved for Entry:

The undersigned party hereby agrees and consents to the form, content and entry of the

Rt Vol

FM. “Bill” Vaughan

- 11-1g ?

above and foregoing Agreed Oxder.

Date

APPROVED AND ACCEPTED BY THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF

_ 1
EXAMINERS FOR LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS on this the_a Y day of

September, 2018.

SO ORDERED, this the 2 V"qu;;of C,LQPJ“{?MLWR 2018.

MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS
FOR LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS

>/

Dr. Richaer%/ﬁebeck, Chair
For and on behalf of the Board

Prepared by:

Win. Jeffrey Jemigan
662-801-6578
jlem@ago.state.ms.us

Special Assistant Attorney General
Mississippi Attorney General’s Office
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